Borough  of  Ifcfo&ermtnstev. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE  WORK  OF  THE 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

FOR  YEAR 


1953 


CORONATION  YEAR. 


COLIN  STARKIE,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  B.Sc., 

( Medical  Officer  of  Health). 

G.  A.  NORTH,  M.B.E.,  M.S.I.A..  C.R.San.I.,  M.Inst.P.C., 

( Chief  Sanitary  Inspector). 


\ 


JSovougb  of  Iktbbenmnsteu. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE  WORK  OF  THE 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

FOR  YEAR 


1953 


CORONATION  YEAR. 


COLIN  STARKIE,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  B.Sc., 

{Medical  Officer  of  Health). 

G.  A.  NORTH,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.San.I.,  M.Inst.P.C., 

( Chief  Sanitary  Inspector). 


‘ 


' 


' 


■ 


3 


INDEX 

Ambulance  Facilities 
Atmospheric  Pollution 
Clean  Food  Campaign 
Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  ... 

Committee,  Members  of  Public  Health 
Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 

Conclusion  (Chief  Sanitary  Inspector) 

Deaths,  Number  of,  Sex,  Disease  ... 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  . . . 

Defects,  Remedy  of  . . . ... 

Diphtheria  ...  ... 

Disinfection  ...  ... 

Disinfestation  of  Premises,  Clothing,  etc. 

Domestic  and  Trade  Refuse,  Collection  of 
Dwellinghouses,  Inspection  of  ... 

Factories  Act,  1937  ... 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc,,  in  Food)  Regulations 
1925  to  1939 

Food  Samples  taken  and  Action  ... 

Health  Education  ...  ... 

Hospitals  ...  ... 

Housing  ...  ... 

Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947 
Ice-Cream  - Chemical  Analysis  . . . 

Ice-Cream  - Bacteriological  Examination 
Infant  Deaths  ...  ... 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  . . . 

Infectious  Diseases,  Prevalence  of  and  control  over 
Kitchen  Waste  ...  ... 

Laboratory  Service 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  . . . 

Meat  and  Edible  Offals  Condemned 
Meat  and  Food  Inspection  . . . 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection,  Summary  of 
Milk  - Bacteriological  Examination 
Milk  Licences  Issued 
Mortuary  ...  ... 

Notices  served,  Summary  of  ... 

Nursing  in  the  home 
Offensive  Trades  ...  ... 

Officers,  Public  Health  , , . 

Other  Foods  - Bacteriological  Examination 
Other  Foods  - Condemned 
Population  ...  ... 

Public  Cleansing  ...  ... 


Page 

11 

34,  35 
29 
12 
5 

29 

36 

10,  11 
11 
31 
18 
19 

19,  29 
33 

30,  31 
15 


26 

26 

19 

14 

16,  17 
, 28 
28,  29 
28,  29 
14 
13 
9,  17 
32 
11 
13 

24 
23 

25,  26 

27 

28 
36 
31 
12 
29 

5 

27 

25 
9 

31 


4 


Rainfall  » » « * » . ♦ • • . < « 

Report  of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  ...  ... 

Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  ...  7,  8, 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  33? 

Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  32, 

Statistics,  Summary  of,  for  1952  and  1953  ... 

Statutory  Powers,  Action  under  ...  ... 

Summary  Proceedings  ...  ...  ... 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspections  during  the  year  • . . 

Summary  and  Conclusion  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  ... 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Graphs0.  Live  Births  ... 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 


35 

23 

9 

34 

33 

6 

31 

31 

30 

9 

18 

16 

20 

21 


5- 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

1953  - 1954 


Chairman  • • • • . • 

Vice~Chairman  ...  ... 

HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR 
Alderman  D.  Samuel 
Councillor  Mrs*  R.  Chamberlain 
“ C.  Jarvis 

n W.  A,  Mumford 

11  R.  Oakley 


Councillor  W.  P.  Hill 
Councillor  H.  G*  Parker 
Councillor  E.  T.  C«  Brinton 
Councillor  H.  B*  Preston 
11  H«  W.  Spilsbury 

11  . B.  Thompson 

!1  G*  Wase 

11  R.  A.  Woodward 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  BOROUGH 
Medical  Officer  of  Healths 

COLIN  STARKIE,  H.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.;  D.P.H.,  B.Sc. 

Public  Analysts 
M.  M.  LOVE,  F.R.I.C. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors 
G.  A.  NORTH;  M.B.E.;  M.S*I.A*,  C.R.San.I.,  M#Inst.P.C. 
(Cert.  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector.) 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors 
J.  3.  HINTON;  Cert.S.I.B.,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. ' 

(Cert.  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector.) 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

J.  WHITTIN GSLOW;  Cert.S.I.B. , A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
(Cert.  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector.) 

R.  A.  ROGERS;  Assistant  to  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


6 


SUM4&RY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  1953  and  1952. 


1953 

1952 

Area  of  District  in  Acres 

4694 

4694 

Population  at  Census,  1951 

Estimated  Population  (mid-year)  for  Birth 

37423 

37423 

Rate  and  Death  Rate 

37690 

37700 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses,  estimated 

11123 

10959 

No.  of  Persons  per  House 

3.43 

3.44 

Rateable  Value 

£204992 

£204992 

Sum  Represented  by  Penny  Rate 

£834 

£807 

Number  of  Marriages 

349 

349 

Number  of  Live  Births 

562 

661 

Number  of  Still  Births 

13 

13 

Birth  Rate  (Live  and  Still) (corrected) 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  (Live 

15.14 

17.62 

and  Still) 

22.4 

22,6 

Number  of  Illegitimate  Births 

29 

38 

No.  of  Deaths  under  one  year  of  Age 

15 

28 

Of  these  there  were  Illegitimate 

2 

5 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  PER  1,000  BIRTHS 

26,1 

42.3 

Infantile  Mortality  for  England  and  Wales 

2So8 

27.6 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate,  England  and  Wales 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total 

0.76 

0.72 

births) 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  of  Deaths 

588 

413 

Death  Rate  (corrected) 

15.49 

10.84 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Percentage  of  total  Deaths  occurring  in 

11.4 

11.3 

Public  Institutions 

No.  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of 

76.2 

86.19 

Tuberculosis 

7 

8 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Cancer 

92 

60 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Influenza 

7 

1 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Measles 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

Nil 

Nil 

Rainfall  in  inches 

22.29 

22.53 

Year 

Live  Births 

Deaths 

Births  over 
Deaths 
incros.se 

1944 

• • • 

• • • 

730 

413 

312 

1945 

• • • 

• • # 

715 

424 

291 

1946 

• • • 

• • • 

749 

396 

353 

1947 

• • • 

• • • 

800 

453 

347 

1943 

• • • 

• • • 

730 

383 

347 

1949 

• • • 

• • • 

702 

4-71 

231 

1950 

• • • 

• • • 

597 

461 

23S 

1951 

• • • 

• • • 

645 

515 

130 

1952 

• • • 

• • • 

661 

413 

248 

1953 

• • • 

» • • 

562 

588 

26  decrease 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER-  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 


Lloyds  Bank  Chambers 
Kidderminster. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Chairman, 

The  year  1953  will  be  remembered  by  many  as  "Coronation  Year,  11 
the  year  when  Queen  Elizabeth  II  was  crowned  Queen  of  England  and  the 
Commonwealth. 

Also  during  this  historic  year  many  other  events  occurred  which 
have  such  a national  or  world  wide  interest  that  they  are  worth  listing. 

An  armistice  after  y@ars  of  fighting  in  Korea  was 
signed. 

Mount  Everest  the  earths  highest  mountain  was  climbed. 

The  air  speed  record  of  752  miles  per  hour  level  flight 
was  made. 

A deep  sea  record  dive  of  about  two  miles  down  was 
achieved. 

The  common  cold  virus  was  grown  in  the  laboratory  for 
the  first  time. 

A long-acting  insulin  and  a long-acting  anaesthetic  were 
announced. 

The  third  British  atomic  explosion  was  achieved  in 
Woomera. 

There  was  some  easing  of  international  tension  and  a 
more  hopeful  outlook  became  possible. 

Participating  in  those  events  and  influenced  either  directly  or 
indirectly  by  them,  life  in  Kidderminster  flowed  on  in  its  own 
particular  pattern.  It  is  the  object  of  this  report  to  emphasise 
some  of  the  trends  in  the  Kidderminster  Borough,  particularly  from  the 
point  of  view  of  health  in  the  community.  To  do  this  I have  shown 
certain  of  the  highlights  and  brought  out  a few  statistics  for  special 
notice. 
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In  considering  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  it  is  important 
to  remember  that  only  by  full  co-operation  with  all  departments  of  the 
Health  Service  can  we  hope  to  have  a completely  healthy,  happy  community. 

It  has  been  the  endeavour  of  every  member  of  the  Borough  Health 
Department  to  achieve  this  mutual  co-operation  at  all  times,  and  the 
following  pages  indicate  the  degree  of  our  success. 

The  transfer  of  the  Public  Health  Department  offices  from  the  very 
unsatisfactory  premises  at  the  Town  Hall,  to  the  Lloyds  Bank  Chambers, 
Vicar  Street,  has  enabled  the  work  to  be  carried  through  more  adequately 
and  efficiently. 

Population;  The  figure  of  562  is  the  lowest  number  of  births  recorded 
in  the  Borough  for  thirteen  years,  and  is  26  loss  than 
the  total  number  of  deaths.  (See  graph  on  page  20.) 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  is  mostly  due  to  all  deaths 
in  Blakebrook  County  Hospital  being  accredited  to  the  Borough,  and  to 
the  fact  that  the  proportion  of  old  people  in  the  population  is  being 
increased  year  by  year. 

In  contrast  to  1952,  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  the  lowest 
recorded  for  the  Borough  and  stands  at  26,1  per  1000  live  births.  For 
England  and  Wales  the  figure  is  26.8  . 

There  are  relatively  such  small  numbers  of  births  in  the  Borough 
that  this  figure  cannot  be  expected  to  remain  steady,  but  by  looking 
over  the  last  fifty  years  the  general  downward  trend  is  evident. 

In  considering  the  causes  of  death  92  of  the  588  persons  who  died 
suffered  from  Cancer.  There  is  some  significance  in  the  fact  that 
10  men  and  only  1 woman  died  of  Cancer  of  the  lungs.  During  the  last 
four  years  32  men  and  6 women  have  died  of  Cancer  of  the  lung  in 
Kidderminster. 

This  greater  prevalence  of  lung  Cancer  in  men  is  general  through- 
out the  Country'.  Why?  We  cannot  say  for  certain.  Thero  is  some 
evidence  that  respiratory  irritants  applied  over  a long  period  will 
predispose  to  Cancer.  Have  men  boon  more  exposed  to  lung  irritants 
than  women?  At  the  moment  wo  can  only  make  a guess. 
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Atmospheric  Pollutions  For  the  first  time  in  the  Borough  measurements 

of  the  amount  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  the 
centre  of  the  town  have  been  carried  out.  A full  account  is  given  in 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspectors  Report.  It  is  however  of  interest  to 

find  that  our  first  measurement  showed  a fall  of  solid  matter  equal  to 
20  tons  per  square  mile  in  one  month. 

When  we  remember  that  Kidderminster  is  relatively  isolated  by  a 
stretch  of  country  from  any  large  industrial  area  and  that  the  pre- 
vailing winds  arrive  here  fresh  and  clean,,  we  must  accept  the  fact  that 
we  ourselves  are  fouling  our  own  air.  During  the  year  the  task  of 
cleaning  up  our  atmosphere  has  commenced  and  I am  able  to  report  that 
there  has  been  a very  intelligent,  sympathetic  and  responsible 
co-operation  from  those  approached  by  our  sanitary  inspectors. 

Valuable  help  has  been  given  by  the  officers  of  tho  Ministry  of  Fuel 
and  Power,  Our  aim  is  to  keep  the  atmosphere  free  from  soot  and 
other  noxious  substances,  so  that  we  may  enjoy  the  full  benefit  of 
whatever  sunlight  there  is  and  so  that  our  buildings  and  streets  will 
keep  cleaner,  and  our  gardens  will  grow  better  and  brighter. 

It  is  worth  while  going  to  a very  great  deal  of  trouble,  if 
necessary  over  a period  of  many  years,  to  achieve  clean  air  to  live 
and  move  about  in. 

Housings  Since  the  end  of  World  War  II  in  1945  there  have  been  built 
1484  new  houses  in  the  Borough.  To  accommodate  everyone 
in  houses  of  the  present  day  standard  much  more  building  will  have  to 
bo  done.  A report  by  the  Housing  Officer  is  given  on  pages  16  and  17. 

Infectious.. Disease s.s  These  diseases  used  to  be  a potent  cause  of 

death  and  sickness.  Including  Tuberculosis 
which  accounted  for  7 deaths,  there  were  only  20  inhabitants  died  from 
infectious  diseases  in  tho  year. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria  or  Smallpox,  a testimony  to 
modem  control  of  diseases.  Children  immunised  against  Diphtheria 
totalled  450,  and  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  were  2.39.  Only  by 
constantly  protecting  tho  children  can  these  two  scourges  bo  kept  at 
bay.  If  wo  fail  to  have  our  rising  generations  vaccinated  and 
immunised  we  shall  expose  them  to  risks  which  will  inevitably  bring 
sickness  and  death  to  many. 

In  conclusion  I would  stress  that  we  can  only  achiove  full 
measure  of  health  and  happiness  if  we  apply  all  our  knowledge,  and  use 
our  highest  principles,  for  the  benefit  of  our  people. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
continued  encouragement  and  support,  and  also  to  tho  staff  of  the 
Health  Department,  for  their  unfailing  work  and  over  loyal  and  willing 
co-operation,  my  thanks  are  gratefully  given. 

I am,  lour  obedient  sorvant, 

COLIN  STARKIE . 

Medical  Officor  of  Health. 
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NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM  EACH  DISEASE  AND  SEX 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

4 

1 

2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Nil 

2 

3 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

2 

2 

4 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

Meningococcal  Infections 

Nil 

1 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Nil 

Nil 

8 

Measles 

Nil 

Nil 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

Nil 

1 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm.  Stomach 

6 

4 

11 

11  11  Lung,  Bronchus 

10 

1 

12 

" " Breast 

Nil 

15 

13 

" " Uterus 

Nil 

4 

14 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

26 

26 

15 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

2 

Nil 

16 

Diabetes 

Nil 

4 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System 

54 

65 

18 

Coronary  Disease  Angina 

33 

21 

19 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

7 

2 

20 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

59 

80 

21 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

8 

13 

22 

Influenza 

4 

3 

23 

Pneumonia 

7 

5 

24 

Bronchitis 

22 

14 

25 

Other  Diseasos  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

Nil 

26 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

5 

1 

27 

Gastritis  and  Diarrhoea 

2 

1 

28 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

6 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

Nil 

30 

Pregnancy,  Child  Birth,  Abortion 

Nil 

Nil 

31 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

4 

32 

Other  Defined  and  ill-defined  Diseases 

16 

25 

33 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

3 

Nil 

34 

/J1  other  accidents 

5 

3 

35 

Suicide 

2 

2 

36 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

282 

306 
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The  ages  at  which  deaths  have  taken  place  during  1953  are  as 
follows  s~ 


Under  1 year 
Between  1 and  2 years 
Between  2 and  5 years 
Between  5 and  15  years 
Between  15  and  25  years 
Between  25  and  45  years 
Between  45  and  65  years 
65  years  and  upwards 


15 
• 1 
Nil 
3 
5 

20 

114 

430 


588 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions? 

In  previous  years  deaths  occuring  in  institutions  and  hospitals 
were  referred  to  the  district  where  the  deceased  had  lived  previous  to 
entry  into  the  institution. 


During  tho  year  1952,  and  henceforth,  deaths  occuring  in 
institutions  for  the  aged  and  chronic  sick  will  be  shown  as  occurring 
in  the  district  where  these  institutions  are  built.  Thus  253  deaths 
occurred  in  Blakebrook  County  Hospital  and  118  in  other  hospitals  or 
public  institutions  which  is  76%  of  the  total  deaths  in  the  Borough. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 
BOROUGH. 

The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  are  listed  on  page  5 
of  this  report  for  convenient  reference. 

Laboratory  Service?  The  standing  arrangements  with  tho  County  Analyst 

have  remained  in  force.  The  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Worcester,  is  available  for  examination  of  medical  specimens. 

The  Medical  Practitioners  of  the  Borough  have  also  used  the 
Laboratory  at  the  General  Hospital.  Specimens  for  examination  have 
been  referred  through  an  Honorary  Physician  in  the  Out-Patients  Dept. 

Ambulance  Facilitips?  The  Ambulance  Service  controlled  by  the 

Worcestershire  County  Council  has  its  Divisional 
Headquarters  in  Castle  Road,  Kidderminster,  whence  six  vehicles  and 
crews  operate  in  tho  Kidderminster  Area. 
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Nursing  in  the  Homes  The  Kidderminster  Nursing  Association  continued 

to  administrate  the  District  Nurses  as  well  as 
District  Midwives  in  the  Borough.  There  are  a Matrons  three  Midwives, 
three  Pupils,  and  three  District  Nurses  working  in  the  Borough. 

The  Home  and  Domestic  Help  Service  has  increased  so  much  that  thirty 
Home  Helps  were  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  These  were  five  full 
time  and  twenty-five  part  time  helps. 

The  cost  of  this  service  falls  on  the  Worcestershire  County  Council. 
The  service  is  administered  and  organised  by  the  Womens  Voluntary  Service 
who  throughout  the  year  have  performed  an  exceptionally  useful  task  in 
the  Borough. 

Maternity  cases,  medical  emergencies,  and  the  aged  and  infirm  have 
all  been  helped  by  the  Home  Help  Service. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


Name 

Situation  and  Time  of 

Session 

Provided  by 

Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centres 

(1)  St.  Oswald’s, 

Monday  2-4  p.m. 

(2)  Sutton  Park, 

Monday  2-4  p.m. 

(3 ) Franche  Clinic , 

Tuesday  2-4  p.m. 

(4)  Families  Camp, 

Tuesday  2-4  p.m. 

(5)  Coventry  Street, 

Thursday  2-4  p.m. 

County  Council 

Tuberculosis 

Kidderminster  General  Hospital, 
Wed.  and  Thurs.  2-4  p.m. 
and  6.30  p.m.  Tuesday. 

Regional  Hospital 
Board 

Venereal  Diseases 

Kidderminster  General  Hospital, 
Monday  2.0  p.m.  Thursday  5.0  p.m. 

Regional  Hospital 
Beard 

Ante-Natal 

Monday  Session  at  Coventry 

Street  Clinic,  2-4  p.m. 

Friday  Session  at  Stanmore 
Nurses'  Home  2-4  p.m. 

County  Council 

Consultative, 

Kidderminster  General  Hospital, 

Regional  Hospital 

Ante -Natal  Clinic 

Weekly,  Wednesday  11.0  a.m. 

Board 

Family  Planning 

Coventry  Street  Clinic, 

Family  Planning 

Clinic 

Wednesday  2-4  p.m. 

Association 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

271 

262 

533 

Illegitimate 

13 

11 

29 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

Legitimate 

5 

7 

12 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 

26.1  PER  1000  LIVE 

BIRTHS. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY,  NIL. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

The  five  Infant  Welfare  Centres  situated  at  Coventry  Street, 
Broadwaters,  Birchen  Coppice,  Foley  Park  and  Franche,  have  continued 
to  provide  adequate  facilities  for  infant  welfare  work  in  all  areas 
of  the  town. 


The  attendances  at 

the  various 

clinics  were  as 

follows  : 

Clinic 

Total  Attendance 

Franche 

« • • 

« • • 

c ft  • 

1001 

St.  Oswald Js 

• ft  0 

» ft  • 

ft  ft  • 

976 

Foley  Park 

• • ft 

0 • ft 

ft  • • 

1770 

Coventry  Street 

• • ft 

• • ft 

• • • 

2239 

Families  Camp 

» « • 

g • 9 

• • ft 

1413 

Ante-Natal  (137  Sessions) 

• ft  ft 

• • « 

1567 

Total  Attendances 

at  Clinics 

9829 

Sewing  Class 

ft  • A 

• • • 

• • • 

863 

The  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  is  summarised 

in  the  Table 

Visits  to  babies: 

First 

• • • 

• • • 

542 

Subsequent 

o • • 

• • • 

1667 

Visits  to  Children 

over  1 year: 

ft  • ft 

ft  9 ft 

ft  ft  ft 

4946 

Special  Cases: 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  • ft 

129 

Useless  Calls: 

• • • 

ft  • ft 

ft  • ft 

1011 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  - completed 

9«ft 

450 
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Infant  Deaths. 

In  1953  there  were  15  infants  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one 
year.  This  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  26.1  per  1000  live 
births  and  compares  favourably  with  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales  of  26. 8 per  1000  live  births.  This  is  the  lowest  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  ever  recorded  in  the  Borough.  (See  Graph  on  page  21.) 

The  deaths  of  the  15  infants  were  assigned  to  the  following  causes i 


Cause  of  Death 

Prematurity 

• • • 

• • • 

Number  Died 

5 

Congenital  deformity 

• • • 

• • t 

...  6 

Pneumonia 

• « • 

• • • 

...  2 

Other  conditions 

• • • 

• • o 

...  2 

Congenital  causes  including  Prematurity  and  deformity  accounted  for 
11  deaths. 

Eight  babies  died  before  they  were  4 weeks  old.  Ten  babies  died  in 
hospital  or  maternity  homes.  No  connection  was  established  between 
insanitary  housing  and  infant  deaths. 

The  only  way  to  save  more  of  these  very  young  lives  is  by  even 
greater  care  during  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  periods  of  mother  and 
child.  This  implies  greater  co-operation  between  mothers,  doctors, 
midwives,  and  all  parts  of  the  child  welfare  services. 


Hospitals. 

Since  5th  July,  194$,  the  Hospitals  and  Maternity  Home  and  other 
Institutions  have  been  administered  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
with  the  exception  of  Greenhill  Hostel  which  is  still  a voluntary 
Institution  for  the  care  of  unmarried  mothers  and  under  Diocesan 
administration. 
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Prcscibed  particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors.) 


Promises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1, 2,3*4  and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

23 

12 

mm 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Authority 

182 

24 

mm 

mm 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  - (excluding 
out-workers  premises) 

. 

TOTAL 

205 

36 

mm 

- 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions,  they  should  bo  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
"cases. ") 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

Number  of 

defects  were  found 

cases 

Particulars 

Rome- 

Referred 

which 

Found 

died 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

prosecutions 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

were 

tor 

tor 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

Overcrowding  (S.2. ) 

- 

«r 

- 

' - 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

(S.3.) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S»4» ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6.) 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7. 

(a)  insufficient 

- 

4 

- 

4 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective 

5 

10 

- 

5 

- 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offence 

3 

relating  to  Outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

6 

15 

mm 

9 

- 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Waters  The  sources  of  water  as  detailed  in  the  Roport  for  1933  are 

still  in  use  and  constitute  the  main  supply,  with  an  additional 
supply  from  the  Birmingham  Elan  Aqueduct,  the  minimum  agreed  supply  to 
be  8,000,000  gallons  per  annum. 

The  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity.  Regular  bacteriological  examination  of  the  raw  water  is 
made  weekly.  Chlorination  is  permanently  carried  out,  and  its 
efficacy  checked  by  bacteriological  examination  of  tap  samples  from 
various  points  in  the  town.  The  results  of  examination  have  always 
shown  the  water  to  be  fit  for  use. 


As  the  local  well-water  supply  is  hard  (average  total  hardness 
about  21 ) and  the  subsidiary  Elan  supply  is  specially  treated  at  its 
source,  the  question  of  plumbo-solvency  does  not  arise. 

Table  of  Analysis  of  samples  during  1953* 


(a)  the  raw  water. 

(b)  water  going  into 
supply  where  treat 
ment  is  installed 

(c)  Supply  from  Wells 


Bacteriological  104 
Chemical  105 
Bacteriological  133 
Chemical  5 


samples  - Satisfactory 
samples  - Satisfactory 
samples  - Satisfactory 
samples  - Satisfactory 


Bacteriological  2 samples  - Satisfactory 
Chemical  2 samples  - Satisfactory 


Housings  Number  of  houses  built  by  Private  Enterprise  . . . 103 

Number  of  traditional  type  houses  built  by 

Local  Authority  ...  ...  86 

Number  of  new  type  houses  ...  279 

The  Housing  Officer  provided  the  following  report  s~ 

Total  number  of  Corporation  Houses  in  the  Borough 

at  31st  December,  1953  2,282 

Total  number  of  applicants  on  the  housing  waiting 

list  at  1st  January,  1953?  was  ...  ...  1,861 

Total  number  of  applicants  on  housing  waiting 

list  at  31st  December,  1953?  was  ...  1,287 


This  lower  figure  resulted  from  a review  of  the  waiting  list 
completed  in  March  by  the  Housing  Officer. 
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The  total  number  of  Corporation  Houses  completed  and  occupied 
during  1953  was  365  in  the  following  types  s 


Traditional 

2 Bedroom 

• « • 

• © • 

8 

3 Bedroom 

• o • 

® • • 

53 

Aged  persons 

bungalows 

20 

New  Type 

2 Bedroom 

• • • 

• o« 

41 

3 Bedroom 

• o • 

• • • 

192 

Maisonette 

♦ • • 

• • • 

43 

The  weekly  inclusive  rents  for  Corporation  dwellings  ranged 
between  about  7/~  for  prewar  Aged  Persons  Bungalow,  to  about  32/-d 
for  a 5 bedroomed  post  war  house. 

The  Welfare  Officer  appointed  last  year  continued  to  perform  a 
very  valuable  service. 

The  number  of  new  houses  has  greatly  increased,  but  so  far  the 
problem  of  our  slums  has  not  been  touched.  There  are  still 
hundreds  of  people  living  in  property  which  has  long  outlived  its 
usefulness.  Perhaps  in  the  near  future  a start  will  be  made  to 
clear  away  the  old  and  decayed  houses  which  have  so  far  had  to  bo 
retained  for  want  of  better  accommodation  being  available. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES,  1953. 

Of  the  usual  notifiable  diseases  there  was  no  great  incidence. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 

the  year  1953. 


Total  Cases 

Admitted  to 

Totals 

Disease 

Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ... 

18 

5 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

2 

Nil 

Pneumonia  

18 

4 

23 

Erysipelas  

2 

1 

Nil 

Who oping  Cough  

33 

3 

Nil 

Measles  . . , ... 

182 

2 

Nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

Nil 

18 


Diphtheria. 

No  cases  occurred.  450  immunisations  were  completed. 

There  are  still  some  parents  who  are  prejudiced,  too  ignorant  or  too 
apathetic  to  have  their  children  protected  against  this  dangerous 
disease. 


Table  showing  Incidence  and  Mortality  of  Diphtheria. 


Year 

Total 

Deaths 

Mortality 

immunised 

Children 

Cases 

rate 

Gases 

Deaths 

1943 

9 

- 

1944 

8 

- 

- 

- 

1945 

13 

1 

- 

- 

1946 

11 

1 

9.0 

- 

• • 

1947 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1946 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

1949 

2 

- 

- 

■- 

- 

1950 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1951 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1952 

•# 

- 

- 

- . 

- 

1953 

- 

— 

— 

” 

~ 

54 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis. 


There  were  26  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  in  1953>  24  being 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  2 were  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

During  December  the  Dudley  Mass  Radiography  Unit  made  a survey  of 
56 38  persons  in  Kidderminster  and  immediate  neighbourhood.  Included 
in  this  survey  were  .1046  school  children  of  leaving  age. 


Ten  cases  of  active  tuberculosis  were  discovered,  one  being  a 
school  child.  All  these  people  have  been  referred  for  appropriate 
care  and  treatment,  and  examination  of  contacts  has  been  arranged. 


Year 

Pulmonary 

N on-pulmonary 

Death-rate 
(all  forms) 
per  1,000 
living 

New 

Cases 

; Deaths 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

1949 

22 

14 

6 

1 

.39 

1950 

34 

16 

1 

2 

.47 

1951 

29 

7 

1 

2 

.24 

1952 

23 

I 7 

1 

1 

.21 

1953 

24 

6 

2 

1 

.18 

19 


DISINFESTATION  AND  DISINFECTION. 


Sterilisation  of  blankets  was  carried  out  at  the  Blakebrook 
County  Hospital. 

Disinfestation  and  disinfection  was  undertaken  by  the  Health 
Department,  on  account  of  the  following  s- 


Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis 

Cancer 

Bugs 

Flies 

Fleas 

Ants 

Wasps 

Cockroaches 


Nil 

7 

Nil 

72 

9 

9 

2 

4 

6 


Health  Education. 

This  very  important  aspect  of  the  Health  Service  has  been  carried 
out  by  members  of  the  staff  whenever  opportunity  has  presented. 

Cafes,  shops,  dairies,  private  houses,  and  canteens  have  all  been 
approached  as  well  as  groups  such  as  nurses,  parent-teachers 
associations,  pupil  teachers,  scouts  and  guides,  and  the  Home  Guards. 

It  is  only  by  everyone  becoming  aware  of  hygiene  problems,  their 
danger  and  the  preventive  measures  that  we  can  hope  for  optimum  health 
in  our  community,  and  it  is  the  job  of  the  Health  Department  to  play 
a leading  part  both  in  health  education  and  practice. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1953 

MR.  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work 
accomplished  by  my  Department  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1953* 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

The  duties  of  Meat  Inspection  at  the  Regional  Slaughterhouse,  Lion 
Square,  have  again  been  rigorously  pursued  during  the  year. 

Set  out  below  is  a synopsis  of  the  work  for  the  year  1953. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2359 

1161 

1266 

10928 

3658 

Number  inspected 

2359 

1161 

1266 

10928 

3658 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS j 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

13 

19 

53 

86 

73 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

67  S 

375 

6 

1938 

195 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

29.3 

33.9 

4.7 

13.5 

7.3 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLYs 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

10 

19 

1 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

110 

93 

2 

- 

53 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

5.1 

10.0 

.23 

- 

1.6 
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HEAT  AND  EDIBLE  OFFALS  CONDEMNED  DURING  1953- 


Disease. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Lbs. 

Tuberculosis 

• • • 

11 

IS 

30 

Cirrhosis,  Distomatosis 

o • • 

4 

16 

4 

Johnes  Disease,  Emaciation 

• • • 

3 

2 

30 

Injury,  Fracture,  Bruising,  Haemorrhage 

1 

19 

4 

Physiological  Poorness  . . . 

• 0 • 

1 

5 

68 

Parasitic  Cysts 

• • 0 

1 

5 

45 

Pyogenic  Abscesses 

c • • 

1 

4 

36 

Moribund,  Badly  Bled  . . . 

0 • • 

1 

2 

59 

Emaciation,  Dropsy 

• • • 

1 

1 

77 

Bone  Taint 

0 • • 

1 

1 

18 

Pleurisy  . . . 

• « • 

18 

67 

Septic  Metritis  . . . 

0 • • 

17 

35 

Angiomatosis 

• • • 

13 

92 

Swine  Erysipelas  . . . 

• • • 

13 

79 

Strongylosis 

• • • 

13 

52 

Generalised  Melanosis  . . . 

• • • 

7 

33 

Septic  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy 

• • • 

6 

99 

Decomposed,  Tainted  and  Offensive 

0 • • 

5 

97 

Immaturity  . . . 

• • 9 

5 

48 

Septic  Peritonitis 

• • • 

4 

100 

Enteritis  and  Dropsy  . . . 

• • • 

4 

97 

Septic  Pericarditis 

• • • 

4 

90 

Sepsis  and  Dropsy  . . . 

• • • 

4 

80 

Swine  Fever 

• 1 • 

3 

79 

Pyaemia,  and  Dropsy 

• « • 

3 

4S 

Jaundice  . . . 

• • • 

3 

2 

Mastitis 

• • • 

2 

62 

Actinomycosis  . . . 

0 • • 

2 

19 

Nephritis,  Uraemia 

• • • 

1 

107 

Pneumonia  . . . 

• • • 

1 

33 

Store  Stale  (Imported)  ...  ... 

Fatty  Infiltration  ...  ... 

Lymphadenitis,  Dropsy  ...  ... 

Mould  Growths  (Imported  Sheep  Carcase) 
Hernia,  Dropsy  ...  ... 

1 

18 

99 

69 

55 

32 

Total  Weight  Condemned 

35 

17 

59 

25 


3602 

40 

95 

25 

49 

197 

122 

2 

68 

495 

229 

86 

10 

3 

3 


Grand 

Grand 

Grand 


OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED. 


Tins  of  Tinned  Goods 

Pkts  Cheese  Spread 

Sponge  Puddings 

Christmas  Puddings 

lbs  Tinned  Pork  and  Veal 

Jars  of  Food 

Pkts  of  Food 

Dressed  Chickens 

lbs  Cheese 

lbs  Tinned  Ham 

lbs  Sausages 

Jam  Rolls 

lbs  Black  Puddings 
stone  Kippers 
stone  Haddock  Fillets 


196  lbs  Grapes 

6 lbs  Butter 
27  lbs  Bacon 
2§-  stone  Crabs 

11  etono  Fillets  of  Fish 
480  Pkts  Ice =Cream 
56  lbs  Dried  Egg 
4 Boxes  of  Pears 
22  Chicken  Cutlets 
216  Pkts  Stuffed  Dates 
112  lbs  Margarine 
140  lbs  Ground  Rice 
50  lbs  Currants 

7 Pork  Pies 


SUMMARY 

Total  Weight  (Meat  and  Foods)  Condemned 

Total  Weight  (Meat)  Condemned 

Total  Weight  (Tuberculosis)  Condemned 


Tons. 

Cwts. 

Lbs 

36 

12 

90 

35 

17 

59 

11 

16 

30 

SUMMARY  OF  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION  (10  YEARS) 
1944-1945-1946-1947 -1948-1949-19 50-19 51-19  5 2-19  53 . 


Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered 

Amount  of 

Meat  Condemned 

Weight  of  Moat 

Weight  Amount 

Year 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

and 

Offal 

Affected 

with 

Rejected 

Tuberculosis 

C. 

Q. 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

1944 

2886 

12690 

145 

966 

27 

8 

1 

12 

16 

1 

1945 

3246 

8613 

489 

1037 

38 

4 

0 

18 

4 

1 

1946 

4510 

12231 

189 

1433 

46 

7 

2 

21 

9 

2 

1947 

2939 

7657 

116 

1211 

43 

1 

0 

19 

4 

1 

1948 

2725 

7503 

12  5 

1462 

36 

13 

3 

17 

15 

1 

1949 

2817 

9534 

227 

1703 

55 

8 

2 

23 

19 

2 

1950 

3446 

8953 

92 

1398 

61 

14 

0 

27 

2 

1 

1951 

4001 

9750 

607 

722 

45 

18 

1 

19 

8 

3 

1952 

3379 

11446 

1434 

1030 

38 

3 

1 

13 

10 

2 

1953 

3520 

10928 

3658 

1266 

35 

17 

2 

11 

16 

1 

26 


The  Slaughterhouse  now  in  use  was  taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food  in  January,  1940,  to  serve  Kidderminster  Borough  and  four  adjoining 
districts.  Previously  the-  premises  were  used  by  the  local  Co-operative 
Society  solely  to  serve  their  own  shops. 

As  a result  of  improvements  carried  out  in  the  last  three  years,  the 
general  standard  of  the  premises  has  been  raised  accordingly. 

It  must  not  be  lost  sight  of,  however,  that  these  premises,  during 
the  peak  period  of  kill  are  still  to  be  regarded  as  inadequate  and  their 
present  use  was  occasioned  by  the  exigency  of  war.  They  were  intended 
for  this  use  during  the  interim  period  of  tho  outbreak  of  war  in  1939  to 
the  advent  of  some  future  policy  of  wholesale  meat  slaughtering  and 
distribution.  We  hope  that  sometime  in  tho  future  our  borough  may 
boast  of  a new,  adequate  and  modern  abattoir. 

No  food  is  rejected  unless  there  is  definite  evidence  that  it  is 
unfit  for  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION. 

No  food  is  destroyed  but  is  disposed  of  to  the  Waste  Product 
Merchants  (contractors  to  the  Ministry  of  Food)  for  Animal  Foods  or 
Industrial  purposes. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES,  ETC.,  IN  FOOD)  REGULATIONS 

1925  to  1939. 

' GLEAN  FOOD  BYE-LAWS. 


Total  number  of  Samples  taken  during  the  year  1953  • • • 90 


Milk  24,  Milk  (Channel  Island)  5,  Pork  Sausages  14,  Beef  Sausagos  8, 
Ice-Cream  18,  Pork  Pie  1,  Table  Jellies  5,  Vinegar  10,  Jam  1,  Liquid 
Paraffin  2,  Tomato  Ketchup  1,  Tinned  Grapefruit  1. 


Action  taken  regarding  samples  not  genuine, 


Sample  No. 

Sample  of 

Result,  Action,  Etc 

306 

Pork  Sausages 
( Informal) 

Repeat  sample  genuine. 

333 

Pork  Sausages 

Repeat  sample  genuine. 

( Informal ) 

Nos.  306  and  333 
interviewed. 


Sausages 


Manufacturers  written  and 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 


Sample 

No. 

Taken 

Methylene 

Blue  Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

No.  did 
not 

satisfy 

Phos- 

phatase 

Tost 

No. 

satisfied 

Test 

No. 

did  not 
satisfy 
Test 

No. 

satisfied 

Test 

No. 

did  not 
satisfy 
Tost 

Designated  Milk 

T.T. 

4 

4 

Accredited 

Nil 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- - 

Pasteurised 

IS 

18 

- 

- 

- 

T.T.  Past. 

6 

6 

- 

- 

> - 

- 

Sterilised 

11 

11 

- 

11 

-- 

— 

Non™ 

Designated 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

40 

40 

- 

11 

- 

- 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  - OTHER  FOODS. 


Nature  of  Food 

Bacterial  Count 

Type  of  Organism 

Brawn 

Over  IS  million  organisms 
per  gm. 

Coliform. 

Faecal  strains  present. 

Brawn 

Over  34  million  organisms 
per  gm. 

Coliform. 

Faecal  strains  present. 

Brawn 

1,200  organisms  per  gm. 

Straphylococcus 

pyogenes. 

Brawn 

4*300,000  organisms  per 
gm. 

Straphylococcus 
pyogene  s . 

Brawn 

100,000  organisms  per  gm. 

Coliform. 

Faecal  Strain, 

Brawn 

250,000  organisms  per  gm. 

Straphylococcus 

pyogenes. 

Gelatine  Powder 

1,53S  organisms  per  gm. 

Straphylococcus 
■ pyogenes. 

Gelatine  Powder 

833  organisms  per  gm. 

Straphylococcus 

pyogenes. 

Gelatine  Powder 

400,000  organisms  per  gm. 

Coliform,  (Faecal  Strain 

Pork  Pie  Meat 

6,000  organisms  per  gm. 

No  coliform  or  Faecal 

coli. 

In  the  cases  of  unsatisfactory  samples,  written  communications  were 
sent  to  the  manufacturers  and  visits  made  to  the  premises. 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 

Milk  (Special  Designation) (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

Milk  (Special  Designation) (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations, 

1949  - 1953. 

No.  of  Licenses  Issued. 

T»  T.  Milk  (a)  Bottling  .1  (b)  Distribution  10 

Accredited  (a)  Bottling  Nil  (b)  Distribution  Nil 

Pasteurising  Plants 1 Retail  Distributors  ..  13 

Sterilising  Processing  Plant ...  1 Retail  Distributors 71 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 • 

No.  of  Distributors  registered  (excluding  shops  selling  sterilised 
milk  only)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

No.  of  Dairy  Promises  registered  ...  12 

ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT ) REGULATIONS,  1947. 


Ice-Cream. 

The  operation  of  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  has 
resulted  in  the  taking  of  routine  samples  of  Ice-Cream  manufactured  and 
retailed  in  the  Borough.  The  tables  below  give  the  results,  with 
necessary  comments. 

No.  of  Promises  where  Ice-Cream  is  Manufactured,  Stored  or  Sold. 


Manufacturers  (Heat  Treatment)  ...  • •• 

Manufacturers  (Complete  cold-mix  only)  ...  • • • 

Premises  where  wrapped  ice-cream  only  is  sold  ••• 

Premises  where  wrapped  ice-cream  and  bulk  is  sold  • • • 

(Does  not  include  cafes.) 


Nil 

3 

128 

10 


1,  Ice-Cream  - Chemical  Analysis. 


No.  submitted 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

18 

18 

- 

2.  Ice-Cream  - Bacteriological  Examination. 


No.  submitted 

Grade  s 

1 

2 

3 

4 

20 

18 

! Nil 

2 

Nil 

Percentages 

90$ 

Nil 

i 

! 

m j 

o ' 

rH  ! 

{ 

1 

Nil 
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The  two  samples  in  Grade  3 were  from  small  cold -mix  manufacturers' 
premises.  In  each  case  the  owners  were  written  and  interviewed. 

In  one  instance  the  owner  decided  to  discontinue  manufacturing  and  go 
over  to  commercial  products.  In  the  other  case  further  samples  were 
satisfactory. 

Clean  Food  Campaign. 

The  campaign  for  cleaner  food  was  again  pursued  during  the  year. 
Much  of  the  "Spade-work11  in  this  connection  was  done  duAng  the  year 
1951  which  culminated  in  the  Clean  Food  Exhibition  in  May  of  that  year. 
With  this  in  mind  the  work  done  in  1953  was  more  of  a routine  nature. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  traders  as  a whole  show  co-operation 
and  courtesy  and  welcome  advice 5 even  so,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
instances  still  occasionally  arise  where  the  Department's  attention  is 
drawn  to  the  discovery  of  contraries  in  various  foodstuffs,  chiefly  the 
manufactured  type. 

Premises  used  for  the  manipulation  and  manufacture  of  meat  products 
pies,  brawns,  pressed  meat  etc.,  would  a.ppcar  to  require  most  especial 
care.  It  cannot  be  too  greatly  emphasised  that  the  personnel  employed 
in  these  establishments  should  be  meticulously  clean  both  in  habit  and 
method,  all  moats  suitably  handled  and  stored,  and  all  equipment  kept 
always  scrupulously  clean. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

We  have  now  only  three  of  these  houses  left  in  the  Borough  which 
are  regularly  inspected  and  disinfested  if  necessary. 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  following  list  of  establishments  gives  those  trades  which  are 
scheduled  in  this  area  as  offensive  trades. 


Gut  Scraper  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tripe  Boilers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hide  and  Skin  Trades  ...  ...  ...  1 

Disinfestation  of  Premises,  Clothing,  etc. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority 
main3.y  combating  the  more  common  house  pests,  vizs  bed  bugs,  fleas, 
cockroaches,  etc. 

It  is. usual  to  spray  infested  premises,  furniture  and  other  fittings 
with  an  insecticide  containing  D.D.T.  Where  possible  such  fittings  as 
picture  rails,  skirting  boards,  architraves  and  wallpapers  are  removed, 
so  as  to  facilitate  tho  work.  Number  of  Houses  disinfested  by  Local 
Authority  ...  86. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  AND  OTHER  VISITS. 
(Excluding  Housing.) 


Various  complaints 
Food  Shops,  Cafes,  Canteens 
Fish  Friers 

Dairies,  etc.  ... 

Bakehouse § . . • 

Ice-Cream 
Factories  - Sanitary  Accommodation 
Factories  - Smoke  Abatement 
Abattoir  . . . 

Annual  Licencing,  Cinemas,  Theatres 
Infectious  Diseases  ...  . 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

Atmospheric  Pollution  Measurement 
Markets  ...  • 

Rodent  Control  ... 

Piggeries  ... 

Refuse  Disposal  Site  ...  . 

Outside  visits  to  owners,  etc. 

Hater  samples  (Private  Hell)  . 


approx. 


51 

72 

22 

12 

15 
31 
11 
14 

500 

13 

6 

5 

6 
7 

16 
33 
20 

3 

103 

53 

2 


1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR?- 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Ac  *b  s ) ...  ...  ...  ...  35o 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  522 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (l)  above,  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 

and  1932.  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  bo  in  such 
a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  -unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  25 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  sub-head  above)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  327 
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2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  THE  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL 
NOTICES *- 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  241 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR* - 


Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Actss- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  we re  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Summary  of  Notices  Served. 


Preliminary  notices  served  (for  housing  defects) 
Intimation  letters  sent  (re  sanitary  defects) 
Statutory  notices  served  (for  housing  defects) 
Reminder  notices  served  (for  housing  defects) 


175 

64 

52 

3 


Summary  Proceedings. 


Summary  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year  under  Section 
92,  Public  Health  Act*  1936,  for  failing  to  abate  nuisance  caused  by 
badly  defective  wall  plaster. 


Results  Work  ordered,  Fined  £2. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

(Salvage  and  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal) 

5 The  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse, 

salvage  and  kitchen  waste  for  the  year  1953  was  ...  £23,334 

3 The  income  was  ...  ...  ...  ...  £7,268 

The  not  cost  boing  ...  £16,066 


2 Financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1954*  These  figures  do  not  include 
administration  costs. 
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Salvage . 

The  total  weight  of  all  salvaged  materials  collected  and  disposed 
of  daring  the  twelve  months  amounted  to  1042  TONS  of  PAPER,  METALS,  RAGS, 
BONES,  KITCHEN  1JASTE,  etc.,  the  income  from  the  materials  disposed  of 
being  £7,024. 

The  total  number  of  loads  taken  to  the  Salvage  Depots  was  ...  1935. 
Kitchen  Waste. 

Collected  and  disposed  of  for  Sterilised  Pig  and  Poultry  Food  - 

268  tons  16  cwts  3 qrs. 


RECORD  OF  SALVAGE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 


Month 

Weight  of  Salvage 
Tons  Cwts  Qrs 

Income  from  Sale 
£ s.  d. 

January  . . . 

• t » 

104 

16 

2 

718 

3 

5 

February  • * . 

• • • 

83 

10 

3 

573 

18 

0 

March 

t • • 

72 

4 

3 

530 

13 

1 

April 

• • • 

85 

14 

0 

529 

3 

8 

May  . . . 

• • • 

95 

15 

1 

640 

3 

8 

June  • . . 

• • • 

97 

19 

3 

621 

12 

8 

July  . . . 

• • • 

91 

6 

3 

637 

11 

10 

August  . . • 

• • ♦ 

75 

15 

1 

482 

13 

7 

September  . . • 

• • • 

96 

0 

0 

650 

0 

8 

October  ... 

• it 

74 

18 

2 

530 

19 

2 

November  . . . 

• • 1 

84 

18 

3 

544 

11 

7 

December  • • • 

• • t 

78 

12 

2 

564 

15 

7 

TOTALS 

1041 

12 

3 

£7024 

6 

11 

House  Refuse  and  Salvage, 

As  in  former  years  it  has  been  difficult  to  recruit  suitable 
labour  for  the  cleansing  services.  The  high  sickness  rate  has  again 
created  a problem  in  the  regular  collection  of  refuse  during  the  winter 
months  when  the  tonnage  is  at  its  peak. 
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The  weights  of  the  salvaged  materials  have  been  segregated  and  are 
set  out  below. 


Materials 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Baled  Waste  Paper 

601 

12 

0 

4043 

10 

7 

Baled  Tins 

62 

6 

2 

274 

4 

6 

Light  Scrap 

26 

2 

0 

85 

0 

1 

Heavy  Scrap 

6 

8 

1 

43 

5 

7 

Non  Ferrous  Metals  ' r 

10 

0 

28 

15 

11 

Cullet  (Broken  Glass) 

53 

12 

0 

139 

2 

3 

Bottles  and  Jars 

8 

12 

1 

70 

18 

4 

Textiles 

12 

11 

1 

250 

2 

6 

Household  Bones 

1 

1 

3 

6 

6 

5 

Kitchen  Waste 

268 

16 

3 

2079 

10 

3 

Miscellaneous 

- 

• «• 

— 

3 

10 

6 

TOTALS 

1041 

12 

3 

£7024 

6 

11 

COLLECTION  OF  DOMESTIC  AND  TRADE  REFUSE. 


Total  number  of  loads  of  Refuse  removed  (all  vehicles)  ...  7508 

Closet  Pans  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  2668 

Loads  of  Night  Soil  removed  ...  ...  ...  • • • 52 

$ • 

Disposal  of  Household  Ashes. 

Tipped  at  Broadwaters 
Tipped  at  Puxton 
Tipped  at  Hoobrook 
Tipped  at  Worcester  Road 

Total  ...  .o.  ...  ...  5573 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


239 

Nil 

5312 


Numerous  complaints  of  minor  infestations  were  notified  and 
received  attention  during  the  year,  and  routine  surveys  of  business 
premises  and  residential  areas  were  also  carried  out. 


In  addition,  the  main  sewer  manholes  and  water  courses  passing 
through  the  Borough  were  surveyed  and  treated  twice  during  the  year 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries. 
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Treatments. 


Corporation  Properties  ...  ... 

Corporation  Sewer  Manholes  ...  ... 

Private  Houses  ...  ...  ... 

Individual  business  premises  on  Contract 
Other  business  premises  not  under  Contract 


No.  Treated 

12 

474 

261 

53 

17 


Block  control  schemes  carried  out  ...  ...  89 


\ 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

I am  this  year  able  to  present  12  months  figures  from  the  deposit 
gauge  and  lead  peroxide  apparatus  stationed  in  the  centre  of  the  town 
on  the  roof  of  the  Central  Cinema,  Oxford  Street,  installed  there  by 
kind  permission  of  Associated  British  Cinemas,  Ltd. 


Month 

Solid  Matter 
(Tons  per  Sq. 
mile) 

S.°4 

(Tons  per  Sq, 
mile) 

S.03 

(Mg/100  sq. 
cm/ day) 

January 

20.27 

2.68 

0.51 

February 

17.46 

1.69 

0.86 

March 

17.75 

1.24 

0.57 

April 

10.73 

1.98 

0.43 

May 

14*43 

2.18 

1.11 

June 

15*47 

1.98 

1.32 

July 

- 

- 

0.75 

August 

9.40 

2,01 

1.04 

September 

10.64 

1.88 

0.41 

October 

I8.41 

3.45 

2.51 

November 

14*33 

2.75 

0.39 

December 

11.30 

2.15 

2.12 

Number  of  Boiler  Plants  ...  ...  32 

After  the  study  of  9 months  of  these  figures,  coupled  with  the 
results  of  visual  observations,  it  was  realized  that  atmospheric  pollution 
in  this  Borough,  mainly  due  to  industrial  emissions,  was  relatively  high. 

A quick  survey  was  made  of  the  worst  cases  and  it  was  soon  realized 
that  the  manufacturers  in  question  had  many  excuses  end  the  one  common 
to  all  was  poor  quality  fuel. 
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The  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power,  Fuel  Efficiency  Branch,  Regional 
Office,  was  contacted  and  the  problems  sot  before  them.  A meeting  was 
arranged  between  the  Regional  Fuel  Engineer,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  my  Assistants,  and  it  was  at  this  meeting  that  a campaign  was  planned 
which,  it  was  anticipated,  would  take  some  months  to  effect. 

The  Regional  Fuel  Engineer  agreed  to  place  at  our  disposal  a team 
of  stoking  experts  to  visit  each  works  in  turn  instructing  and  advising 
where  necessary  the  correct  methods  of  operating  each  plant.  The  fuel 
question  was  obviously  first  and  foremost  and  where  necessary  the  quality 
of  fuel  would  be  graded  in  accordance  with  individual  requirements. 

It  was  realized  that  a fairly  complete  visual  record  of  progress 
throughout  the  campaign  would  have  to  be  effected.  The  normal  method 
of  making  hourly  observations  of  individual  chimneys  recording  the 
densities  of  smoke  emission  would  constitute  a heavy  toll  on  my  staff’s 
time.  Some  automatic  method  had  to  be  devised,  so  the  Committee  pur- 
chased  an  Ex-War  Department  16  mm  time  interval  camera  and  timing 
mechanism  which  was  modified  by  a member  of  the  technical  staff  to  take 
photographs  of  chimneys  at  the  interval  of  4 frames  per  minute. 

This  camera,  could  be  set  up  at  a convenient  site,  and  focussed  on  the  top 
of  the  chimney  under  observation  and  would  rim  unattended  up  to  two  hours 
taking  a picture  every  quarter  of  a minute  thus  producing  an  indisputable 
record  of  the  smoke  emissions  during  tho  period  of  observation. 

Assessment  of  the  smoke  densities  could  be  made  in  the  office  at  any 
convenient  time  after  the  film  had  been  processed.  It  must  bo  sa.id 
that  this  system  has  proved  so  far  invaluable  in  indicating  to  tho 
Engineers  tho  exact  state  of  their  progress  during  the  scheme  of 
adjustments  being  made  to  reduce  smoke  emission. 


RAINFALL. 


Years  1952  and  1953 

Rainfall  for 

past 

Ton  Years 

Month 

Inches 

Year 

Inches 

January  . . . 

9 9 0 

2.01 

.53 

1944  . . « 

• O # 

24.50 

February 

• 90 

*44 

1.83 

1945 

9 0 9 

20.45 

March 

• • • 

1.79 

.93 

194*0  ... 

0 9 9 

31.80 

April 

0 9 0 

1.87 

2.71 

1947 

9 9 9 

23.41 

May  . . . 

• C 0 

1.78 

2.35 

1948 

0 9 9 

27.62 

June 

• 99 

2.02 

2.19 

1949 

• 99 

19.46 

July 

0 9 9 

.55 

2.04 

1950 

0 9 0 

22.66 

August  . . . 

0 C 9 

3.37 

2.39 

1951 

• 99 

32.57 

September  . . . 

9 0 0 

1.26 

2.30 

1952 

• 99 

22.58 

October 

9 9 9 

3.00 

2.02 

1953 

9 9 9 

22.29 

November 

9 0 0 

1.98 

1.85 

December  . . . 

9 0 0 

2.51 

1.15 

Total 

22.58 

22.29 

Average 

24.73 
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MORTUARY 

During  the  year  36  bodies  were  received  into  the  Public  Mortuary. 

CONCLUSION 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  whole  of  the  Staff  for  their  loyal  and 
continuous  co-operation  in  dealing  with  the  ever  increasing  duties  and 
responsibilities  devolving  on  the  Department, 


Yours  obediently, 

GEO.  A.  NORTH. 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN,  VICE-CHAIRMAN  AND 
MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


